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The ANSWER of Joun Lottino of Lonton} 
Merchant, to a Paper publiſhed by Geotve Oldiier; inti- 
.tuled, An Efſlay towards the preventing the Proceedings 

of. Fire in the City .and Suburbs of London; &c. 

Humbly preſented to the Right Honourable Sir W 11.114 

AsHnuksT, Kr, Lord Mayor of the City of London, 
and to the Worſhipful the Aldermen of the ſaid City. 


HE faid Oldner having ( as appears by the ſaid Paper ) laid his Propoſals be 
fore the Worſhipful Sir Thomas Abney and Sir William Hedges, Aldermen and 
Sheriffs.of this-Honqurable City ;.and.made a Trial ( as the ſaid Oldner ſets- 
forth.) before his Lordſhip, and the ſaid Sheriffs, with good Approbation : 
go” It may. ſeem (at the firſt fight ) a very high Preſumption io the {aid Zofting, 
to cenſure any lng WIR hath been honoured by the Approval of ſuch Judigious and Diſ- 
cerning Perſons. But the ſaid” Zofting hopes, if. he ſhall propoſe better Methods than this 
the ending Contriver ; and if it ſhall appear, that, whatſoever meriteg the App robatian-of 
is Lordſhip, and Sheriffs, was owing to the ſaid Lofting ; and. that. all Mr. Oldyer's Contri- 
vance is worth nothing : The faid Zofting is well aſſured, that this Honourable Court will . 
not. only do.him Juſtice, but give him ſuch Encouragement as he may hope to-meet with as a 
Rewatd for his great Pains, Charge and Induſtry... LG 
_. To begin therefore.with this Contriver's Paper : having propoſed to keep the Ciſterns full 
of Water at the ſeveral Water-hoyſes; he propoſes; that the ſaid, Water- forks publiſh i 
Print-where their Pipes and Trees lie ; in what Streets, Lanes; on which Side. the Way, at 
ms nes from the xr what the Diameter of the Youp is 5 WIRES Tn-Foc 
ives, &c. that, People may be at acertainty in breaking, ug the. Ground. Then follows; hi: 
Pickaxes, e- and Shavels co break up the Payements, + clear away the Earth to ci 
to the Pipe or Tree,, After that comes his Mallets, Augurs, Wooden-plugs "3nd 4 Braſs, 
bollow Ferrel joined to a Leather Hoſe, mult be. prepared for each Engine, to convey the 
Water clean. into the Engine, that the.Engine may not be choaked or broken by foul.Water., 
Now had Mr. Qldner the leaſt Contrivance worth publiſhing in print, he would rather have 
adviſed to Fire-Cocks inall convenient Places upon the Afaines of the ſeveral Water-Works, 
capable to diſcharge gl] the Water conveyed. by thoſe Main Pipes ; and the Pickaxes and a 
the numerous. Tools he. mentions would have bcen inſignificant, and a Tur of a Han 
would have done more than.all his digging vp the Streets, breaking the.Pipes, or the Water-. 
Works publiſhing in print all thoſe bee nn pr he mentions, As to the Braſs hollow. 
t 0 


Fertel joined to the leather Hoſe,; (which is part of -the ſaid Loſring. Invention, for which, 
iculous as, the reſt of his, 


Ce 


he hath their Majeſties Patent ) the aid Oldner's Application is 4s rj 
Contrivances : A if,one of theſe mult be ro every Engine, then it is plain, ſo many Engines. 
as are at Work, ſo many.Hoſts muſt be cut in the Fipes, if not ſo many Places, brgke up in 
the Street ; for which Contrivance the Owners of the Water-Works will have little cauſe to, 
return him Thanks. Whereas the ſaid Lofting will work his Engines with Kennel-Water, be: 
it. never ſo foul, .or as it comes from the Fire-Cocks, without breaking up the Pavements, ,or 
mingling, the Pipes :. and as the «dirtier the Water is, the more effe&tual it is roquench a. 

he ſaid LZofting's . Engines wath web 4 


Fire, 1o there is no danger of breaking or difordering .t 
Water. But this- Contriver once ſeeing the ſaid Lofting make trial of the ſaid way, whic 
the ſaid Zofting hath ſince rejefted as not convenient nor proper,” he has aſtumed it as his 
own Invention. ..:.: . 2 : = RES BY ©, POETS 
But ſuppoſe ( when the Pickaxes, Spades and Shovels have done their Parts.) the. Water; 
in the upper Ciſterns of the Water-Works ſhould be ſpent, ſo as to want Force to riſe into 
the Engines through the ſaid leather ow as ſometimes it. may happen, (if a Fire ſhould 
be' ih any of the higheſt Parts of the City ) what will this Contriver. do to fill the En-. 
gines, he having mentioned nothing of Buckets to ſupply that Defe& ? in ſuch caſe I 
doubt he would be at a loſs. Now the ſaid LZofting will undertake ( with God's -Afſi- 
ſtance) to quench any Fire in Cornþil or Cheap/ide, with Water out of the Kennels in Thame- / 
ſtreet, without the uſe of Buckets, or any thing elſe to convey the ſaid Water from one 
Place to the other, but with his Engines only, which I am perſwaded 1s beyond this Contri- 
ver's reach, , * 


: 


The next thing ropaſed by this Contriver, is A long Ladder to fave Perſons Lives and 
Limbs, and -todired the Water.in-at the Windows. ' Now this beiog, part of the ſaid Lof- . 
| ting's Method, is aſſumed by this Coatriver to dire& the Water (conveyed through the ſaid 
Lofting®s Leather Pipes, and faſtned to this Contriver*s Engines) untg the Fire: And accord- 
ingly Re propioſes,) that every Engine may' be fix?d with two length of Hoſes, that. alltheir 
Screws may anſwer one another ; that (if: occaſion. be) their Pipes nay be lengthned, and 
' that the-Engines may-have two Forcests play without intermiſſion. Now this Contriver 
might inlew words have ſaid, 

My Lord, it is moſt certain that Mr. Lofting's Engines exceed all that have hitherto'been 
known for xtin viſhing.Fires; and therefore be pleaſed to let me have the fole DireQtion 
and Ordering of the making of them. 

An this Contriver hoping to engage this Honourable Court to patronize his Proceedings, 


"OR with aftering his Opinion, and pots his Hand to it as Point of Law, viz. 


Cannat conceive how that Patent can prohibit the City of London from uſing either two 
Forces or Leather Hofes in any wiſe, the City having one Engihe'thus fixed now ftand- 
os « ing in Guild-hall Engine-Houſe, which was uſed at the great Fire in Southwark, which was 


_ many Years before their Patent. 4 
| GEO. OLDNER. - 


Sir mae Peaederton could have done no more ; and no doubt this Contriver thinks he de- 
ferves @ good Fee for it. | Byt that he may not continue any longer under a Miſtake, the ſaid 
LO inks fit to let lim know, Thar. he having, upon anather Occafion, taken Advice of 
an Able. and Eminent Coun{el, is affured, that the ſaid Engine having'not; been ufed, bat-ne- 
gleted, and lajd aſide as impraQicabte, It can-be no Bar to his Patent, "but. the faid Patentis 
valid, and he the firſt and true Inventor; ' within the Satute of Adbnopalies,, 21 Fac. 1... he being 


the firſt that, hath brought it to Perfe®tion, and reduced it to publick Pradtice. 


May it therefore pteaſd your Lordſhip, and this Honourable Court, The faid Laſting, 
all the Perſaps concerned with him in the faid Patent, having the Honour to be Citizens of 
this moſt "Famous and'Flourifking City ; and the meaneft af them having as great, if not. a 
reatet Tatereſt therein than this Contriver : It cannot be fappaſed their Zeat and Contern 
ould fall ſhort of his, oo for its Welfare and Pro , but forthe Preſervation of 
1ey ,. upon alt Occafions, to 
2, ary Ghdan Fiegss In" which” : | 
Meſſing o 1 To pot 
< tw "mo ing  rendred unfervic or a ow) not Opoble at 
ug ar enough vench” the Fire; as appeury by Certificates under the Ha 
Wren, Ay 'feveral eminent Citizens of this City ; for which the ep 
x never * received one Farthing Gratuity for their Pains and Expence: Anders 
fore the: id Lofting. agd* Company cannot doubr but that they ſhall meet with all due Encon- 
ragement from this Honourable Court, who,' to. their Glory, have ever tad the deferved 
Reputation 6f diſtributing Juſtice to all Perſons without Partiality. The faid Lofting and 
Company deſiring nothing but the Patronage of this, Honourable Court, which as Citizens 


they hope they wn K claim a Rightunto, And they being moſt exper in making the beſt fort _ 


of Engines for quenching Fires ;- which the ſaid Oliuer doth himſelf dechare, by recommend- 
Ing the Uſe of them to this Honourable Court. And the ſaid Lofting and Company, having, 


at their great Coſt and Expence, brought the ſame to perfeftiog, thay hope this onourable 
Court will recommend their Engines to the ſeveral Wards and Pariſhes within this City 
which the faid Zofting and Company are ready to furniſh them with on the. moſt reaſonable 
Terms: 

Now that God will be pleaſed to preſerve your Lordſhip, the Right Workſhipful the At- 
dermen, and all the Inhabitants of this City, and Suburbs. thereof, ſo that- there may be no 
Occaſion'to make uſe of thefe, or any other Engines upon fo fad and calamitous an LS 


ſhall be the Prayers of, Right Honovrable and Right Worhipful, 
: | Your moſt _ and obedient Servant, 


JOHN LOFTING. 


